
BANJO PATERSON BUSH PARK - YEOVAL 

Take ten minutes and view the Sculpture at the front of the Museum then cross the road 
carefully and move from Sculpture to Sculpture in the Park following the list here below.  

The newest sculpture to be installed in Yeoval is the 3-metre bronze sculpture of Major 
Andrew Barton “Banjo” Paterson - it stands on the front lawn of the Banjo Paterson…more 
than a Poet Museum. It was unveiled on 17th February 2021 - the 157th anniversary of the 
birth of Banjo Paterson. It was sculpted by the late Paul Smits in his studio at The Basin in 
Melbourne. Paul was chosen as our sculptor because of his wonderful attention to detail, 
which can be seen in the facial features and especially in the wording of the uniform buttons. 

Directly across the roadway from the Banjo Paterson Museum is the very large steel hat 
modelled on the lines of the Akubra Heritage Collection Banjo Paterson hat. It was donated 
to the Bush Park by the very generous and very community conscious Mr and Mrs Chris Gryllis  
from Orange. It is very much photographed and shelters a large picnic seat and is cover for 
the resident swagman “Andy” who doesn’t say much but is a very good listener.  

Behind the Banjo Paterson Hat is a garden of Australian trees and shrubs. There is an  
inscribed headstone which explains the young Irish Group who were billeted in the Yeoval 
area prior to the World Youth Caring For Creation conference held in Sydney July 15th to 20th 
2011 and gathered together here on July 11th . They had a wonderful day with the community, 
beat us at a very muddy game of Gaelic Football, enjoyed a  barbeque lunch and planted out 
this garden.   

The large Bronze Head along the front of the Banjo Paterson Bush Park is the tallest bronze 
sculpture in Australia. Standing 6 metres tall it is the abstract head of the great English 
sculptor Henry Moore and was cast in Taiwan. It was designed by artist Merin Cherin, a 
Croatian born Australian artist. The work of art weighs 6 tonne and was very generously 
donated to the Yeoval community by the Waterhouse family of racing fame. 

Some 100 metres east of this and down towards the toilet block is a sandstone sculpture 
depicting a billy can on an open fire with the wording “And he sang as he watched and waited 
till his billy boiled”.  This very topical and beautifully crafted sculpture was carved by hand for 
the Mulga Bill Festival in 2010 by the renowned sculptor Mr Colin Fenn of Duramana near 
Bathurst. 

Heading down the hill and over the roadway is a series of 6 totem poles made from clay tiles. 
These were made, sculptured, cured and then fired at Yeoval Central School by members of 
the Yeoval community in 2008, giving a lasting picture as to who was in Yeoval that year. 
These were created with the help of the central west artist group ROGUE SCULPTORS with 
sponsorship through ArtsOutWest. There is an extension of these tiles at the back of the first 
seat sculpture creek side. 



 

Walking down to the Buckinbah Creek there are 4 magnificent sculpture picnic seats along 
the bank of the Buckinbah Creek. Once again these were hand carved to perfection by the 
master sculptor Colin Fenn of Duramana, with the first one recording Paterson’s memory of 
his childhood years in Yeoval, the others each depict a Paterson poem. Hand carved on huge 
slabs of South Australian slate each one has its own distinctive style and hidden artistic 
licence. 

Each is sponsored by a supporter of the Park and were done over several years, then all 
erected together for the Mulga Bill Festival 25th July 2009. The first seat has a paragraph from 
a Banjo Paterson memoir story entitled ‘Shepherding’. It gives his impressions of his first 
home here on Buckinbah Creek. It is sponsored by the Moore Family of “TIMBIE” Yeoval. The 
second is the Waltzing Matilda seat inscribed with the first stanza of the ageless Australian 
Icon and was sponsored by Cabonne Council. Interesting to note that the River Oak tree 
planted next to the seat to provide shade was donated by a Scottish family from near 
Lanarkshire in Scotland - very close to where the Paterson family migrated from.  It was 
planted on the first birthday of their little daughter Matilda Daziel. The family have since 
visited the tree. 

The third is of the wonderful poem ‘Mulga Bill’s Bicycle’ and was presented by Cadia Valley 
Operations, the Gold Mining operation in Cabonne Shire and out from Orange.  

The fourth seat is ‘The Man from Snowy River’ seat and carries the first verse of this famous 
poem - note the ponytail in the writing. The seat was sponsored by the Yeoval Progress 
Association from profits of the Mulga Bill Festival. 

All seats were made possible following the success of the Mulga Bill Festival which drew its 
concept and name from the Paterson poem. 

There are two other very different sculptures still to be discovered. The first is the Mosaic 
Arch Entitled “Spirit of the Day and Night” it was donated to the park by the design and 
construction company ‘Public Art Squad’ and we are very grateful for the work and support 
received by David Humphries of ‘The Public Art Squad’. 

Moving back up the park north of the Bronze Head sculpture we find a Holden Ute facing 
down the hill towards traffic. Sponsored by Regional Arts N.S.W., it is painted in Aboriginal 
motifs and designs by the Dubbo based artist Lewis Burns who has produced a real traffic 
stopper especially for Art and Holden buffs. Lewis spent two days at the Mulga Bill Festival in 
2010 creating this wonderful attraction which he called “TRIBEUTE TOO”. It serves as a 
beacon pointing the way to the famous ‘Utes in the Paddock’ art display at Condoblin, 90 
minutes away beyond Parkes. Lewis Burns also has a Ute in this display. 

 


